
Justice and Injustice 
 

Enjoyed this? Take it further… 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Teacher’s Dead by Benjamin Zephaniah 

 
A teacher is dead, murdered by two of his students in front of the whole school. Right in front of Jackson Jones. 
 
But Mr Joseph was a good man - people liked him, respected him. How could those boys stab him and jog away like 
nothing had happened? 
 
Unable to process what he has seen, Jackson begins his own investigation: everyone knows who did it, but as Jackson 
uncovers more about the boys, he becomes convinced that people need to understand why. 
 
 
 

 The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

 
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh high 
school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting 
of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get 
her killed. 
 
Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about one girl's struggle for 
justice. 
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The Burning by Laura Bates 
 
 

New school. Tick. 
 
New town. Tick. 
 
New surname. Tick. 
 
Social media profiles? Erased. 
 
There’s nothing to trace Anna back to her old life. Nothing to link her to the ‘incident’. 
 
At least that’s what she thinks...until the whispers start up again. As time begins to run out on her secrets, Anna finds 
herself irresistibly drawn to the tale of Maggie, a local girl accused of witchcraft centuries earlier. A girl whose story has 
terrifying parallels to Anna’s own... 

 To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 
 

Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird. 
 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man falsely 
charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with 
exuberant humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. The conscience of 
a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the 
weight of history will only tolerate so much. 
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 Dear Justyce by Nic Stone 
 
Vernell LaQuan Banks and Justyce McAllister grew up a block apart in the Southwest Atlanta neighbourhood of 
Wynwood Heights. Years later, Justyce walks the illustrious halls of Yale University . . . and Quan sits behind bars at the 
Fulton Regional Youth Detention Centre. 
 
Through a series of flashbacks and letters to Justyce, Quan's story takes form. Troubles at home and misunderstandings 
at school give rise to police encounters and tough decisions. But then there's a dead cop and a weapon with Quan's 
prints on it. What leads a bright kid down a road to a murder charge? Not even Quan is sure... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

That Night by Amy Giles 
 

The year since a mass shooting shook their Queens neighbourhood has played out differently for Jess and Lucas, both of 
whom were affected by that night in eerily similar and deeply personal ways. 

As Jess struggles to take care of her depressed mother and Lucas takes up boxing under the ever-watchful eye of his 
overprotective parents, their paths converge. They slowly become friends and then something more, learning to heal 
and move forward together. 

But what does it mean to love after an unspeakable tragedy? 
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Beowulf by Rosemary Sutcliffe 

 

In this thrilling re-telling of the Anglo-Saxon legend, Beowulf, the renowned children's historical fiction writer Rosemary 
Sutcliff recounts Beowulf's most terrifying quests: against Grendel the man-wolf, against the hideous sea-hag and, most 
courageous of all - his fight to the death with the monstrous fire-drake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie 

 
 
Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious train is surprisingly full for the time of 
the year, but by the morning it is one passenger fewer. An American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a 
dozen times, his door locked from the inside. 

Isolated and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot must identify the murderer – in case he or she decides 
to strike again. 
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Holes by Louis Sachar 

 

This book is seriously brilliant. 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile 
Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are 
told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The evil warden claims that it's 
character building, but this is a lie.  

It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth. 

 

The Fellowship of the Ring by JRR Tolkien 

 
 
Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power - the means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. 
All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring - the ring that rules them all - which has fallen into the hands of the 
hobbit, Bilbo Baggins. 

In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo 
entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks 
of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 
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Ms Marvel by G. Willow Wilson 
 
Kamala Khan is an ordinary girl from Jersey City - until she's suddenly empowered with extraordinary gifts. But who truly 
is the new Ms. Marvel? Teenager? Muslim? Inhuman? Find out as she takes the Marvel Universe by storm!  

When Kamala discovers the dangers of her newfound powers, she also unlocks a secret behind them. Is Kamala ready to 
wield these immense gifts? Or will the weight of the legacy before her prove too much to bear? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

 

"It's just a small story, really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, a Jewish fist fighter, and 
quite a lot of thievery...." 
 
A life-changing tale of the cruel twists of fate and the coincidences on which all our lives hinge, this is also a joyous look 
at how books can nourish the soul. Its uplifting ending will make readers weep… 
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