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On Wednesday 23rd October, we welcomed a myriad of over 70 exhibitors to our Careers Fair, with 24 Aspirational Career Sector 
Presentations running as a key part of the evening. This Careers event would not have been possible without their support and we 
really appreciate their involvement, help and advice given to both students and parents. It was very well supported by students 
and parents from all years and once again an exceptional turnout through the door. 

We were especially proud so many alumni supported this event promoting their various employers and to those who delivered a 
presentation so professionally. 

The feedback from exhibitors, students, parents and staff who attended 
demonstrated it was a fantastic success. This feedback gives an idea on 
how the event was viewed: 

Students: 

“Great having top Uni’s all in one place and talk to people about it.” 

“Didn’t think there would be so much there, it was packed with information 
– glad I went.” 

“Liked the presentations I went to, they had great info you can’t get from a 
website.” 

“Couldn’t believe some of the apprenticeship opportunities and how much 
they get paid!” 

Parents/ Carers: 

“I attended the careers evening earlier this week with my daughter. I just wanted to let you know that I thought it was an excellent 
event. The talks were really interesting and helpful. There was a very good range of employers there, and I thought the event as a 
whole was an excellent showcase to students and parents of the range of interesting careers and learning opportunities available 
to young people in today’s economy. 

Thank you so much to you and your team for organising such a fantastic event.“ 

Tutor: 

“Amazing event once again, our students are very lucky.” 

“Such great feedback from last night from parents and staff – year 12 seem to 
know the different pathways available.” 

Exhibitors and Presenters: 

“At your event I had an overwhelming amount of students and parents asking 
about our Science courses and the facilities we have at Sheffield - what a really 
good event for students!” Sheffield University 

“Thanks for hosting a terrific careers fair. I would be keen to highlight how else we 
may engage with your students and provide further details on opportunities the 
RAF has to offer.” 

“Thank you for inviting us and giving us the opportunity to present – a really 
fantastic event!” Produmax 

Year 11 is a key decision making year for these students and the majority of the year group attended, including their Head of Year, 
Mrs Hepworth: A tremendously successful event! Well organised, well attended and well received! It showcased the wide variety 
of pathways available for our students. 

Mr Khalil, Progress Leader for Year 11: The evening had a wonderful feel with many parents and students commenting on how 
useful they found it and how it had now expanded their outlooks and possible career paths they want to pursue. One particular 
highlight for many students was the talks organised in a range of industry sectors, this provided them with tips on how to gain 
experience and where to look for opportunities to gain work in their industries.  

Ilkley Grammar School are proud to showcase the fantastic range of pathway options available to all our students with our Careers 
Fair and Aspirational Presentations. We encourage them to take advantage of the range of opportunities on offer through our 
careers programme to make an informed decision on their own pathway. 

Careers Drop-In sessions are available for all students every Lunchtime from Monday – Thursday in C10 

Careers Fair & Aspiration Event 
By Mrs K Mitchell; CEIAG Advisor and Vocational Learning Co-ordinator  
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As we go about our daily lives we take for granted the person sat beside you in the office or ahead of you in that 
queue is in good health, but the reality is one in five of us will see someone collapse who needs emergency first aid 
to stay alive. 

Unfortunately most of us will not be able to give that life-saving intervention, as we just don’t know how… fact! 

There isn’t a more courageous act you can do than to save the life of a stranger, but possibly no worse feeling than 
standing helplessly aside as someone passes away. 

We want to change the statistics dramatically and stack the odds against death, by encouraging the people who 
live and work in Ilkley to take a simple, short on-line course to equip them with the basic, but essential skills to save 
lives. 

Virtual College visited Year 12 last month and launched this campaign to students, many of whom have 
successfully completed the course – this will now be available to other students and parents/ carers 

What can you do?  

Simple, be prepared to save a life as part of The Ilkley’s Got Heart campaign 

The ‘Ilkley’s Got Heart’ campaign will run through October & November 2019 and will aim, by Christmas, to reach a 
target of 1000 lifesavers who have completed the FREE online ‘Prepared to Save a Life’ course with Virtual College. 

Anyone who lives or works in Ilkley is eligible to do the course and simply needs to register online and complete 
the course to count towards our target.' 

Ilkley will be the first town in the UK to become a ‘Town of Lifesavers’. 

What is the ‘Prepared to Save a Life’ course? 

Prepared to Save a Life is a simple online training initiative developed by Ilkley-based Virtual College. Launched at 
the House of Commons in October 2018 it builds on the work of charity ‘Community Save a Life Scheme’ (CSALS), 
who are trying to get more people trained in the basic know how of keeping someone alive in an emergency 
situation until professional help arrives.   

Virtual College developed the course with expert advice from CSALS and Qualsafe Ltd (a Bradford based 
organisation). 

This e-learning course is designed to give everyone and anyone, especially those who are not already first aiders, 
essential knowledge of how to help in an emergency. The aim is to create a nation of live-savers! 

The course can be done in short 10-minute sections – covering a Primary Survey of the casualty, CPR, Bleeding, 
Choking and Stroke.  It takes on average less than an hour to complete the course, the associated online 
assessment and to print off the certificate of completion.  

What some past learners have had to say about the course: 

"Very easy to use and gives you the confidence to know you can help save a life.” 

"Concentrates the mind and brings a bit more confidence to a possible situation.  I would not be a 
bystander now.” 

"I have learned a lot which hopefully could help to save someone in the future.” 

How to register for Ilkley’s Got Heart campaign and complete the free course: Prepared to Save a Life” 

Go to the URL: https://www.ilkleysgotheart 

Scroll down the page and click “Take the course”  

Complete the self-registration form with your first 
name, last name and email address 

Put Ilkley Grammar School in the ‘organisation’ box 
so we can track the numbers in school 

Select the “Ilkley’s Got Heart campaign” tick box 

Complete the reCAPTCHA and click Register 

Ilkley’s Got Heart—Time to Save a Life 
By Mrs K Mitchell; CEIAG Advisor and Vocational Learning Co-ordinator  

https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/prepared/ilkleysgotheart
https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/prepared/ilkleysgotheart
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“On a cold Saturday morning, twenty of us and Mrs Robson, Mr Pearce and Mr Carr met at the Dalesbridge Centre 

near Settle and met our leader, Hannah, for the weekend. To start with we set up our tents and talked about what 

we wanted to achieve from the weekend and what worries we had about the World Challenge expedition. Then 

we set off for a walk and approached our first obstacle: crossing a 

river which proved to be quite tricky to cross and ended with 

some of the team sadly falling in! Our walk continued into the 

village of Austwick and we were split into four teams and each 

team had to find a different thing, for example food, 

accommodation, travel and a rest and relaxation activity. This 

activity prepared us for what we’ll have to do when we arrive in 

Tanzania e.g. bartering for hotel rooms. Also, during the day we 

did some team building activities, which included a human knot 

game which only worked when everyone worked together and 

communicated clearly. Later we returned to the campsite and a 

group cooked pasta for the whole group and we enjoyed this 

although it was dark and very chilly. Once the washing up had 

been done, we went inside (finally!) and talked about situations 

that could happen whilst in Tanzania and how to deal with these 

and learnt facts about each other. On Sunday it was an early start 

for us (before sunrise) and we had porridge for breakfast and then packed up and set off for another longer walk, 

this time carrying our big rucksacks. The walk included quite a steep hill and we took it in turns to map read. 

Additionally, we did some more team building exercises. Once we returned to camp, we enjoyed soup and hot 

chocolate and went through the packing list. Overall, the weekend was enjoyable despite the cold and brought the 

team together and gave us an insight into how it will be when we are in the country even though I don't think the 

weather will be exactly the same” Hannah Year 12 

“We spent the weekend doing a 
variety of team building activities, such 
as walking, the human knot and 
cooking on a trangia. We also 
experienced some scenarios that we 
might face such as being low on toilet 
paper and planning our itinerary. 
Despite how cold it was, I had a really 
good weekend and I learnt a lot.”     

Izzy Year 11 
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Saturday It was early in the morning on Saturday the 10th when we headed off to get to the campsite near 
Settle, everyone had their own huge rucksacks for the trip that most of us may use in Tanzania.  When we 
got there most of us were freezing, tired and maybe scared to sleep in a tent, but it didn’t stop us from 
having a good laugh.  When we got there we met our group leader Hannah who has done a expedition 
before in Cambodia and Thailand.  We all got to know each other well and then our teachers picked two 
group leaders.  We got our tents and equipment and then we set up our tents. 

After we put up our tents we went on our first walk, we walked for a bit and attempted to cross a 
river.  Crossing the river was a hard task... that’s all that 
I’m going to say.  Many of our soldiers fell.  When we 
crossed the river we had a bit of lunch and went into our 
massive survival shelter which got very warm 
quickly.  We eventually got to this nice village and found 
accommodations, food and transport (that we didn’t 
use).  After that we got back to the campsite and chilled 
out for a bit.   

After a bit, it was time for tea, one group made food 
which was pasta and tomato sauce.  To be honest the 
food was great!  Another group washed up afterwards 
and then it was free time all night after we did some 
activities with toilet roll.  My mates and I played a few 
card games until we where told to be quiet as we were 
the loudest tent in the campsite and then we went to 
sleep. 

Sunday We all woke up at half past six in the morning and another group made breakfast which was 
porridge and raisins.  It was nice and warm and it woke us all up for the big trek that we were going to 
do.  We put down our tents and got our big rucksacks filled with our supplies.  For this trek it was going to 
be a test for our strength, we would carry all our equipment and bags for this.   

When we started walking we went a different route so we didn’t get to cross the river.  We walked for ages 
with a tent and we laughed at sheep.  We got to a nice hilltop near Ingleborough and did a two minute 
silence for remembrance.  It was very nice during the silence as there was a beautiful view of the amazing 
landscape.  We walked back and through the village where we were the day before and then we got back 
to the camp and had a talk about our health and safety.   

We had soup and chilled out afterwards and then we went 
home.   

The trial expedition was very fun last weekend - it was quite 
eventful as well.  We certainly have a lot to learn for our 
expedition and we may need to improve our strength for it 
but there is no doubt that Tanzania is going to be great for 
every single one of us.  Jack Year 11 

We arrived and put up our tents, then went for a walk 

where we had to cross a stream that had become a 

river. We then went into Austwick and split into groups 

and practiced doing what we would need to do in 

country– finding food, accommodation, transport and a 

rest and relaxation activity. We then returned to camp 

and learnt trangia skills before doing some activities and 

settling down for a freezing night. The next day we went 

for a trek after learning how to pack our bags fully and 

put our tents down. We then tested out our fitness on 

the walk. We then headed back to the campsite and 

reflected on the weekend.  

Rhys Year 12 
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Post 16 Open Evening 
At Ilkley Grammar School’s outstanding post-16 provision, we pride ourselves on the quality of education 
and care that we provide to our students. Whether students are currently studying at IGS or looking to join 
us for the first time at Post-16, we aim to provide a clear insight into all we have to offer through our Open 
Evening, prospectus and new website and that many of our current year 12s will choose to make IGS their 
next step after GCSEs. 

Our personalised application and enrolment process is carefully designed to help students select the right 
combination of subjects to ensure maximum success and to move successfully onto their chosen destination 
beyond Post-16. We are very proud that the very wide range of courses that we offer, alongside the 
exceptional teaching quality that our students experience at this level, means IGS students consistently go 
on to achieve above national average results in line with the top 20% of providers in the country. 

In addition to our exceptionally strong academic provision, we also have an incredible range of extra-
curricular and enrichment opportunities that enable our students to further develop their wider personal 
and employability skills and life experiences, whilst also acting as role models and leaders to the rest of our 
school community. Day to day, as a post-16 student at IGS you will have increased levels of responsibility and 
independence, and our highly-skilled and experienced academic and support staff will ensure that the time 
spent with us is both enjoyable and successful. 

Our vision at Ilkley Grammar School is to provide an exceptional, inclusive learning experience at the heart of 
our community. Our students will achieve their academic Personal Best and will be equipped with the 
confidence and skills to make a positive difference to their own lives and the lives of others. We will achieve 
this through modelling our core values and attributes in the way we work together. 

As well as academic success in the form of qualifications, we also want IGS students to leave Post-16 as 
successful global citizens with the leadership skills, confidence and personal qualities to make a valuable 
contribution to society. Our commitment to Personal Best drives the work that we do, emphasising the 
importance of the individual and setting the highest expectations with regards to personal and intellectual 
growth so students achieve their full potential. 

Underpinning Personal Best and our whole school vision, are our values and attributes which we aim to 
develop in all students through both the curriculum and exposure to a vast range of opportunities. At Post-
16, we place particular emphasis on independence, innovation, ambition, courage and compassion in order 
to build character and encourage the development of the whole person so students leave as responsible, 
caring and successful young adults. 
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Post 16 Open Evening Presentation 
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Post 16 Open Evening Presentation 



headline@ilkleygs.co.uk  Friday 15th November 2019 

Page 9 

Nominations  

There are currently two vacancies for Parent Governors to serve on the Local Governing Body (LGB) of Il-

kley Grammar School from January 2019 and we are now seeking nominations (see below) from parents or 

people with parental responsibility of registered students to fill these places.  

Parent Governors are elected by other parents and are vital to our Local Governing Body. They share 

equally with other governors the responsibility for carrying out the range of responsibilities delegated to 

the LGB, though are not involved in the running of the school day to day, as their role is at the strategic 

oversight level.  

You do not have to be an expert on education to be a school Governor and we value the experience that all 

Governors bring to the role. If you join our governing body, you will serve for a four-year term and you can 

continue to the end of the four years even if your child/children leave the school during that time.  

Being an effective governor does take up time, as you will need to set aside time to be able to prepare for 

meetings, visit the school and undertake occasional training. There are six evening LGB meetings each year 

and for those governors who opt to be part of the Resources Committee, there are a further 4 meetings 

held during the morning.  

If you are interested in standing, or would like to find out more about what being a governor is like at this 

school, please contact our Clerk to the Governors either by telephoning the school on 01943 608424 or via 

e-mail susie.leach@ilkleygs.co.uk.  

The closing date for declaring an interest in becoming a Parent Governor is 12 noon on Friday 29th Novem-

ber 2019. If it is necessary for there to be an election, I will contact you to let you know about the require-

ments for this.  

Mrs Lindsey Wharmby, Chair of Governors, Ilkley Grammar School  

Who can be a Parent Governor?  

All those who have parental responsibility and are over the age of 18 are eligible to stand for election. 

There are some circumstances that disqualify an individual from serving as a school Governor and if you 

wish to stand, you will be asked to complete a self-declaration of eligibility form to state that there are no 

reasons for being disqualified from serving as a Governor and to provide evidence of identity and address 

as well as to subsequently complete an enhanced DBS check following appointment.  

• N.B. Parents who receive remuneration from the school are disqualified from elections or appointment 

as a Parent Governor.  

Process for Nomination  

If you are interested in becoming a Governor, please contact our Clerk to the Governors. You will then 

complete a nomination form, which must be supported by another parent of a student currently at the 

school (not including anyone to whom you are closely related). If the number of parents standing for elec-

tion is equal to or less than the number of places available, they will automatically become a Parent Gover-

nor. If there are more nominations than vacancies, an election will take place, statements of all candidates 

will be circulated to all parents and a ballot held.  

Election of Parent Governors 
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Year 7 & 8: Author Visit 

On Thursday October 10th Sheffield writer, Sharna Jackson visited Ilkley Grammar School as part of the 
local Literature festival. She spoke to a very lucky 
group of Year 7 and Year 8 students who learnt about 

Sharna’s writing process and were 
able to buy a signed copy of her book, 
The High-Rise Mystery.  

Following on from this, one Year 8 
class took part in a writing workshop 
led by Sharna that saw them plan a 
new mystery novel entitled “Scone”. 
Both sessions were received warmly 
by students and Sharna was very 
impressed by the highly active and 
humorous imaginations of the Year 8 

students that she worked with. Later in the day during lunch, students were spotted already tucking into 
Sharna’s novel and gave it the thumbs up. 

By Ms L Owen; Teacher of English  
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online 

Follow this link to book on an event: https://www.craven-college.ac.uk/events/ 

https://www.craven-college.ac.uk/events/
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Ophelia Ellis entered the 

Betjeman Poetry Prize this year 

and made the top 50! 

Founded in 2006, on the 

centenary of former poet 

laureate Sir John Betjeman’s 

birth, the Betjeman Poetry 

Prize is a charity in the education sector working with 

partners across the United Kingdom and Ireland to 

promote literacy, foster creativity and provide a 

platform for new voices from the next generation. 

The competition receives thousands of entries from 

the UK each year, Ophelia’s is no small achievement. 

Many Congratulations Ophelia! 

Jasmine Colgan (13LR) travelled to Prague with 

Opera North on the 27th October to create a new 

Opera Production with composer Michael Betteridge. 

They visited Terezin Concentration Camp where most musicians and artists were 

held and saw the famous words that are written on the wall of the concentration 

camp, which have been turned into the song "Even When He Is Silent ".  

Jasmine and the Youth Chorus will be learning to sing in Hebrew and perform in 

Aarhus Library and the Jeruzalemska Synagogue as a part of the holocaust 

memorial day in January 2020.  

There will be a film company following the group to produce a documentary for 

the Leeds Film Festival.  

On their return they have continued to work on their pieces before they take the production on tour in 

January 2020. 

Jasmine says: “Being a member of the Opera North Youth 

Company, this year’s half-term project was one I found very 

emotional and heart felt. Visiting Terezin Concentration camp 

opened my eyes to the atrocities that can come from war. Ilsa 

Weber was an author and songwriter who was sent to the camp 

with her young child and husband. Whilst she was there she sang 

lullabies to the children to comfort them. The children also 

performed at the camp on a stage where we later performed one 

of her pieces ‘Wiegala’. It was an overwhelming experience I 

shall never forget. Unfortunately Ilsa, her husband and child 

were sent to Auschwitz to the gas chambers.” 

What a fantastic experience! Well done Jasmine! 
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STUDENT NOTICES: 
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POST 16 NOTICES: 
We are delighted to be bringing our UK University & Apprenticeship Search Fair back to Manchester and Sheffield this 
Spring! We would like to invite you and your students to attend whichever of the two events suits you best in terms 
of date and location. Our Manchester event will take place at Old Trafford (MUFC) on Friday 7th February and 
our University of Sheffield fair will take place on Wednesday 4th March.  
Both fairs will feature a multitude of universities, apprenticeships providers and colleges. This will provide your 
students with a complete range of options for their post 16 and 18 education and career choices. The Old Trafford 
event will allow your students to visit the famous stadium, whilst the University of Sheffield fair will provide students 
with first-hand experience of university life and includes campus tours. 
For full details please see the attached PDFs – these also include a seminar schedule. 
The events are targeted at Year 12s and undecided Year 13s, they are also ideal to help motivate and inspire Year 11s. 
Both are completely free of charge for students, teachers and staff to attend. 
 We are able to offer a travel financial assistance contribution to schools and colleges bringing more than 70 
students. The budget for this is limited and provided on a first come first serve basis, so please let me know as soon 
as you can if you would like to apply for this. 
Our Manchester and Sheffield  UK University & Apprenticeship Search fairs will feature: 
- An array of exhibitors including  Russell Group, modern institutions and apprenticeship providers. 
- An extensive range of seminars including: UCAS personal statement, Higher and Degree Apprenticeships, Oxford 
and Cambridge explained, Life at University and Student Finance. 
- Interactive stands demonstrating opportunities within fields such as STEM, creative and business. 
- Expert advice from university and apprenticeship providers. 
- Teachers’ and coordinators’ relaxation area where school staff will be provided with food and drink vouchers.  
- All students will be provided with a free UK University & Apprenticeship Search Options Magazine and many other 
promotional items around the exhibition.  
If you would like to book a number of students to come along (this can be provisional), or would like some further 
information, simply email jude@ukuniversitysearch.co.uk or call 0207 609 4254 with an approximate number. I will 
then make a reservation which you can confirm at a later date. 

mailto:jude@ukuniversitysearch.co.uk
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POST 16 NOTICES: 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES: 


