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Year
Evening
2019
Year1313Presentation
Presentation
Evening
By Mrs C Purnell: Deputy Headteacher: Quality & Impact/Trust Transition & Development
On Thursday 19th December 2019, we celebrated another fantastic evening at the King’s Hall in Ilkley honouring the Alevel achievements of the Class of 2017-19. With new, more demanding qualifications now in every subject, the
students had every right to feel proud of their collective achievements: with a 99% pass rate, 79% of all grades were at
A*-C, 60% at A*-B and nearly one third of all entries were at A/A* grades. More importantly, IGS students made
significantly above average progress compared to students who had similar GCSE starting points nationally.
The whole evening was an excellent showcase for the school and an uplifting end to a busy term. Students proudly
collected their A-level certificates to the warm applause and congratulations of friends, family, IGS staff and special
guests including our Guest of Honour, Professor Tim Benton and Ilkley Town Mayor, Mark Stidworthy. It was clear that
this year group had again risen to the challenge to secure their Personal Best and the months of hard work,
determination and resilience had paid off. Ms. Williams, Headteacher, said “Our Year 13 Presentation Evening was yet
again a fantastic event and a privilege to be a part of. As every year at IGS, we are fortunate to have so much to
celebrate in the achievements of our students and this year was no exception.”
“The range of talent on display and being celebrated on the evening – not only in terms of outstanding academic
results, but also the whole school awards for commitment to the community, student leadership, sporting excellence
amongst others - made for an absolutely superb evening!
We wish all of our newest alumni the very best for the future – I are confident that they will go on to achieve further
huge successes in their chosen career paths and lives.”
There were many superb individual achievements which were recognised in 26 subject awards, as well as in prizes for
outstanding progress and attainment across the curriculum. In total eight students achieved three straight A* grades:
Freya Basey, Ben Bearpark, Ellie Cooper, Jasper Evans (4 A*s including EPQ), Antonia Fern, Matthew Hall, Jamie Spiller
and Harvey Sykes. In addition another five students achieved two A* grades and an A grade including Harry Clough,
Nisha Cant, Joseph Haigh and Livia Hammond.
Such performances have secured places at some of the most prestigious universities in the country including 5
students who secured their places at Oxford or Cambridge:
Jasper Evans:

PPE at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford

Antonia Fern: History of Art at St Catherine’s, Oxford
Joe Haigh:

French and Italian at St Anne’s, Oxford

Megan Hayes: English at Selwyn, Cambridge
Jamie Spiller:

Physics at Trinity, Oxford

Mr Sykes welcomed back a very special year group and commented on what a privilege it had been to work with them.
The class of 2017-19 had not only achieved tremendous academic success, but had also grown into remarkable young
men and women with the capacity to make a positive difference to society. Indeed, special awards recognising wider
achievements beyond academic success were also awarded to the following students:
Award for Outstanding Attendance:

Harry Clough

Awards for Commitment to School and Community:

Ellie Cooper

Dobson and Robinson Award for Sporting Excellence: Cameron Reilly
Community Service Award:

Eve Woodward

IGS Award for Resilience:

Alex Webb

IGS Award for Courage:

Tori Mallinson

IGS Award for Independence:

Beth Krivan

IGS Award for Compassion:

Frankie Henderson

IGS Award for Innovation:
Harry Watson and Harry Barker
The Kathleen Hewitt Edwards Award
For Outstanding Contribution to the Performing Arts: Frankie Wills
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The Brathay Award for Outstanding Student Leadership: Esme Pearce and Adam Cooke
The Olicana Historical Society Award:

Jasper Evans

The Ilkley Playhouse Award:

Patrick Campbell

The Ilkley Parish Council Citizenship Award:

Adam Hayes

With excellent musical performances from some of our current year 13 music students, including a solo from
saxophonist Matt Hodson, there was a wide range of talent on display all evening. This is an event which is a highlight
of our annual calendar and we were delighted that so many of our former students were able to celebrate with us.
Well done the class of 2017-19. Your school and your families are very proud of you and we wish you all the very best
for the future!
A full list of prize winners can be found on the following pages.
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Admissions Consulation
By Ms H Williams; Headteacher
Consultation on:
1) expanding the Priority 2 catchment area for Ilkley Grammar School
2) amending the over-subscription criteria for admissions for Post-16

Expansion of the Priority 2 Catchment Area:
We are opening a consultation to seek your views on a proposed slight expansion of the Priority 2 catchment area for
Ilkley Grammar School for admissions from September 2021. The proposed change involves extending the Priority 2
boundary to encompass the High Royds Estate in Menston; there are no changes to the defined Priority 1 catchment
area.
High Royds Estate in Menston is currently excluded from our Priority 2 catchment area by virtue of the Priority 2
catchment southern boundary which closely follows Bingley Road until it cuts across Hawksworth Moor to Burley
Moor. Since the High Royds estate has been built, families living in this area have increasingly struggled to get a place
at Ilkley Grammar School as other students who also live outside of the main priority areas and out of district, have
been given preference based on straight-line distance. Given that most children on the High Royds Estate attend
Menston Primary, a Bradford school and a main ‘feeder’ primary for Ilkley Grammar School, the governors would now
like to extend the boundary for the Priority 2 catchment to include this residential area. Under the proposal, this would
mean that children living on the High Royds Estate would have an increased chance of securing a place at Ilkley
Grammar School under the same criteria as their Menston friends, as they would live within the school’s defined
Priority 2 catchment area, rather than, as is currently the case, be dealt with as out-of-area applicants.
Following a £4.7 million capital investment from Bradford Metropolitan District Council, Ilkley Grammar School
increased its Published Admissions Number (PAN) permanently to 300 from September 2018. This has enabled the
school to increase the number of places available for students living in its two catchment areas. Please note, extension
of the Priority 2 catchment will not impact on allocation under Priority 1 and will not disadvantaged those living in
the residential estates in Menston which fall within the current Priority 2 area. In addition, the current admissions
policy for Ilkley Grammar School for years 7-11 will remain unchanged.
Amendment to the over-subscription criteria at Post-16:
We are also consulting to amend the over-subscription criteria at Post-16 to include students from The Skipton
Academy, as a school within our Trust, before other out of area students.
Proposed Oversubscription Criteria:
Where there are more applications than places, students will be offered places (subject to meeting the entry
requirements) in the order of priority listed below. It is anticipated that the total number of external applicants the
school can admit each year is 45:
1. Looked after children or children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted
or became subject to a residence or special guardianship order on roll in Year 11 at any school.
2. Students on roll in year 11 at IGS.
3. Students on roll in year 11 at other schools who live within the school’s priority admission area* and who have
siblings who reside at the same address, who are at present in year 7-10 at IGS and who will still be attending IGS at
the time of admission. (in-area siblings)
4. Other Year 11 students who are on roll at other schools who live in the school’s priority admission area*
5. Students on roll in Year 11 at The Skipton Academy
6. Students in Year 11 at other schools, living outside the priority admission area* with siblings residing at the same
address, who are at present in Year 7-10 at IGS and who will still be attending the school at the time of admission. (out
of area siblings)
7. Students in Year 11 at other schools, living outside the priority admission area* who live closest to the school as
measured by a straight-line distance.
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*As the school has more than one school priority admission area, criteria 3 and 4 above will apply for the whole of
priority one and then for the whole of priority two; if there are remaining unallocated places, criterion 6 will then be
considered before criterion 7.
This proposal formally recognises the close links between Ilkley Grammar School and The Skipton Academy as partner
schools within Moorlands Learning Trust. NB: In the event of the over-subscription criteria needing to be applied at
Post-16, Ilkley Grammar School students who meet the entry requirements will continue to be prioritised.
Consultation begins on Monday 16th December 2019 and closes on 31st January 2020. Following an analysis of the
responses, a report will then be presented to the governors of the academy for a decision to be made to proceed or
not.
Any comments or suggestions can be made to the following e mail address: consultation@ilkleygs.co.uk If you wish to
send a response by post, please send it to Ilkley Grammar School directly.

PROPOSED AMENDED ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR POST 16: ILKLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS: POST 16 GUIDELINES
Introduction
Students are at the heart of all we do and we are committed to helping our young people find appropriate courses of
study post16. The Post-16 provision at Ilkley Grammar School forms part of a wider authority 16-19 provision and we
are continually improving our links with other schools and providers to enable this. Whilst we recognise that A levels
do not suit all students, on our current site we are not in a position to offer a wider vocational curriculum. We can
accommodate 460 students in total in Years 12 and 13.
Ilkley Grammar school has a largely academic post 16; we currently offer 31 level 3 programmes of study including 26
AS / A level courses alongside limited BTEC provision.
We expect all of our students to study at least 3 A levels or equivalent from the curriculum available, supplemented by
a programme of enrichment or study of an additional qualification such as EPQ or Core Maths. Many of our students
select to study 4 AS/A levels.
Entry Requirements to Sixth Form
The minimum entry requirement for admission to Post-16 is a minimum of 5 grade 4s or equivalent and above at GCSE,
including English Language and /or mathematics, at grade 4 as well as meeting any subject specific entry requirements
outlined in the prospectus. Other qualifications may be accepted but are treated on an individual basis and if they
allow access to appropriate courses.
We are aware that exceptional circumstances do sometimes affect students’ grades. As such it may be that we make
an offer to a student who does not achieve or is not expected to achieve the entry requirement if it is clear that they
are capable of A-Level study. These exceptional circumstances are dealt with on an individual basis and only in
consultation with our Post 16 Team. Examples of exceptional circumstances include long term illness, close family
bereavement in the examination season etc.
Application Procedure
a) An open evening is held in November each year for prospective students and parents.

b) All interested students will then be invited to a “Taster Day” where students can experience lessons at AS.
c) Students are then asked to apply formally on the school’s application form, which can be downloaded from the
school website or obtained from the school. Students should attach evidence of their predicted grades at GCSE
d) All applicants will be invited to a meeting which will provide guidance on particular courses; guidance will be
personalised in line with the student’s predicted grades and Year 11 mock examination scores.
e) All applications must be submitted before the relevant year’s closing date. The closing date for receipt of
applications for the academic year will be published in advance each year and students notified.
Oversubscription Criteria
Where there are more applications than places, students will be offered places (subject to meeting the entry
requirements) in the order of priority listed below. It is anticipated that the total number of external applicants the
school can admit each year is 45:
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1. Looked after children or children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted
or became subject to a residence or special guardianship order on roll in Year 11 at any school.
2. Students on roll in year 11 at IGS.
3. Students on roll in year 11 at other schools who live within the school’s priority admission area* and who have
siblings who reside at the same address, who are at present in year 7-10 at IGS and who will still be attending IGS at
the time of admission. (in-area siblings)
4. Other Year 11 students who are on roll at other schools who live in the school’s priority admission area*
5. Students on roll in Year 11 at The Skipton Academy
6. Students in Year 11 at other schools, living outside the priority admission area* with siblings residing at the same
address, who are at present in Year 7-10 at IGS and who will still be attending the school at the time of admission. (out
of area siblings)
7. Students in Year 11 at other schools, living outside the priority admission area* who live closest to the school as
measured by a straight-line distance.
*As the school has more than one school priority admission area, criteria 3 and 4 above will apply for the whole of
priority one and then for the whole of priority two; if there are remaining unallocated places, criterion 6 will then be
considered before criterion 7.
Late Applications
Applications received after the closing date will be placed on a waiting list and will be considered after those received
on time.
Offer of Places
Students will receive a conditional offer in April. Applicants will be required to formally accept their place on GCSE
results day in August. Any applicant who cannot be offered a place will also be notified.
Allocation to Courses
This will be done on the basis of GCSE results achieved and subject specific criteria. Class sizes will be set appropriately
for the nature of the subject.

Waiting Lists
If there are more applicants than places, those applicants who have been unsuccessful may request to be placed on a
waiting list which will be kept until December of that year. Places may become available, for example if students do
not achieve the results they need or applicants decide to take up an offer of a place elsewhere. Any available places
will be offered in accordance with the oversubscription criteria above.
Appeals
Any unsuccessful applicant may appeal to an independent appeals panel. Parents or students wishing to do so should
contact the school.

Ilkley Grammar School Current Priority 2 Area
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Year 10: Reverse Advent Appeal
By Mr M Carr: PE; Progress and Experience Leader: Year 10; Student & Community Co-ordinator

James Boyle, Jack Ezard, Poppy Herrington, Rosie Wilson, Charlotte Pashley
During advent a member of each tutor group in Year 10 took it in turns to bring in a non-perishable item that could be
donated to a foodbank.
The Year 10 tutor groups collected over 300 items for the Reverse Advent Appeal during December. The items were
delivered to the Methodist Church in Burley in Wharfedale where they were added to the other 10,000 foodbank
items collected locally and distributed to 8 organisations in Leeds and Bradford, supporting refugees, asylum seekers
and the homeless. This included the Refugee Action charity which IGS are going to be supporting again this term. More
information to follow.
Thank you so much for your contributions Year 10 and hopefully this is something the whole school will be supporting
next Christmas.
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Exploring Biology
Each half term the Biology department produces a list of resources for KS4 and KS5 students to develop and explore
the science around them. There are fiction and non-fiction books, as well as podcasts, websites and videos, so there is
something for everyone. Reading around a subject or getting stuck into a podcast can help to deepen understanding
and enhance lateral thinking, as well as keeping students on top of all the latest research.
The Biology department has a small collection of books that are loaned out to students, but we would love more books
so that more students can benefit from these resources. If you have any popular science books on your shelves that
you no longer want, we would love to put them to use! Please get in touch with Miss Foster
(ruth.foster@ilkleygs.co.uk) if you have spare books or any questions.
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SPORTS RESULTS
On Thursday 19th December as part of the school’s charities week the Year 11 girls’ netball team played
against a team of Year 11 boys, made up of members of the school’s rugby and football teams.
The match took place in the sports hall at lunchtime and spectators were charged 50p to watch. All money
raised has been donated to Cancer Research UK.
It was a great game, played in good spirit with the Year 11 girls’ netball team coming out as 5-2 winners.
Well done everyone for taking part!

For all the latest PE news please visit https://twitter.com/ilkleygrammarPE

Musical Successes!
Here’s quite a list of superstars and their recent accomplishments in Music.

Congratulations to all of you!
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Ella Meekly

Grade 5 Music Theory

Distinction

Faith Wheeldon

Grade 4 Classical Guitar

Pass

Saoirse Carey

Grade 4 Piano

Merit

Emily Smith

Grade 4 Singing

Distinction
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STUDENT NOTICES:

For all the latest relevant notices please visit our website at https://www.ilkleygrammarschool.com/students/notices/

Please be mindful of other
pedestrians
when leaving school.
Just a reminder when leaving
school, particularly by the
bottom gate, to be mindful of
pedestrians coming the other
way. It can be difficult to walk
against a tide of students,
especially if you are in groups
stretching right across the
pavement.
Thank you.
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NEW MUSICAL THEATRE CLUB

Want to sing, dance, act and
perform in the IGS Spring
Concert?
Then this club is FOR YOU!
Open to ALL years.
Join Miss Clift & Miss
Stephens in B7 on Thursdays
after school until 4:15pm.
STARTING NEXT WEEK

23rd Jan
Let's sing!
Let's dance!
Let's act.... Just for fun!
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Have you visited our new
website yet?
We are working very hard to put
as much information and news
items on there for you as
possible. Please keep checking
regularly to see what we are
getting up to.
You can also find out about
Ilkley Grammar School through
our twitter feed.
Please visit www.twitter.com/
ilkleygrammar for all our recent
tweets!

COMMUNITY NOTICES:
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