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Challenge & Celebration Week—July 2020
By Mr M Rignall: Senior Assistant Headteacher (IGS); Associate Deputy Principal at (TSA); Educational Visits Coordinator
Extra-curricular opportunities and enrichment visits are an important and memorable part of education. They enhance learning,
enable students to grow in self-confidence and independence and allow them the chance to show leadership and teamwork
skills. At Ilkley Grammar School, we aim to provide our students with a variety of
experiences throughout their time with us.
In light of this, the school’s seventh Challenge and Celebration Week will take
place between Monday July 13th and Friday July 17th 2020. All students will be
off timetable during this week following a programme of either school based, off
site or residential activities bespoke to their year group. Activities build on each
other from year to year, allowing students to experience a range of opportunities
throughout their school life. It is hoped that tutors will accompany their forms as
much as possible throughout this time, enabling them to further deepen the bond
they have with their tutees. Student leadership opportunities are embedded
within the programme. The role of older students in supporting the successful
running of the week is crucial and Year 12 students are very much expected to be
fully involved in the week in a number of ways of their choosing.

Option 1
Year 7 - The Big Mix
Students will participate in a carousel of 4 day-based activities.
Activity 1: Aerial Xtreme, Bedale - meet the challenge of the tree-top course and
enjoy riding the Segway’s and quadbikes.
Activity 2: A visit to Lightwater Valley to experience the fun and thrills of the rides.
Activity 3: The Big Top - fine tune trapeze, unicycling and diablo skills with the
Foolhardy Circus at the school field.
Activity 4: A visit to Bradford Islamic Centre followed by a curry at Aagrah Shipley
and the chance to improve ten pin bowling skills at Shipley Bowl. (No packed lunch
required on this day)
Departs daily at 8:45am. Activities 1 & 2 will return to school around 4:15pm and Activities 3 & 4 will be back at school for 3pm.

Year 8 - The Big Trip
This four-day trip takes in some of the capital’s most famous landmarks and
attractions. Students will be accommodated at Thameside Youth Hostel on the
banks of the River Thames and will visit a range of locations on a carousel basis
including potentially the Olympic Park, the Tate Modern, the Tower of London, the
London Eye, the Globe Theatre, London Zoo and experience a river boat cruise
along the Thames. In the evening students will have the opportunity to attend a
major West End theatre production (Matilda) and go ten-pin bowling.
Departs 7:30am on the Monday and returns around 7:30pm on the Thursday.

Year 9 - The Big Outdoors
Students will participate in a 4 day 'activities residential' in the Lake District. They
will have the opportunity to take part in a variety of individual and team based
challenges on both land and water. All activities will be led by the staff of Brathay
Hall, a nationally renowned centre for the training of young people in outdoor
education.
While some activities will take place in the forested grounds of the centre, others
will be on the surrounding higher terrain or Lake Windermere, on the shores of
which Brathay Hall is located. Activities include canoeing, rowing, high-wire ropes,
raft building, orienteering, mountain walking, gorge scrambling, high and low level
forest challenges and team problem- solving. A range of other less strenuous and
more sociable activities is also planned for some evenings. Students will be
accommodated at either Brathay Hall or the nearby Ambleside Youth Hostel.
Departs 9:00am on the Monday and returns around 3:30-4pm on the Thursday.
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Option 2
Yr 8 & 9 – Yorkshire based Day Trips
Students will participate in a carousel of 4 day-based activities.
Day 1: White Scar Caves and Waterfall Walk
Day 2: Tree Tops – A day at ‘Go Ape’ Temple Newsam
Day 3: The Royal Armouries, Leeds
Day 4: Team Building – Multi Activity Day at Leeds Sailing & Activity Centre
Departs daily at 8:45am and will return to school around 4:00pm.

Option 3
Yr 7, 8 & 9 – Very Local Day Activities
Students will participate in a carousel of 4 day-based activities.
Day 1: The Practical Challenge – get hands on with practical tasks hosted by
Keighley College
Day 2: Be creative in the project-day run by the Art Department
Day 3: A day of activities based challenges at Nell Bank in the Wharfe Valley
Day 4: Walk the Wharfe – enjoy some of the finest scenery in the country walking
the Dales Way footpath.
Departs and returns within normal school hours each day.

For Year 10: Work Experience — Staff will visit students at their work experience placements with local firms.
For Year 12:
Subject enrichment: This is a chance for students to immerse themselves in a
subject they really love.
Science in Switzerland (4 days, 3 nights Half Board) A chance to visit the world
famous Hadron Collider at CERN, the Geneva Science Museum, the headquarters
of the United Nations and Red Cross and experience a factory tour and boat trip
on Lake Geneva. Places limited to 36 students. Please note that this trip is
available to all students and not just those that study science, although priority
will be given to physics and science students. Departs Ilkley Grammar School at
03.30am on the Sunday and returns around 20.30 on the Wednesday.
Humanities in Krakow (5 days, 4 nights Half Board Monday to Friday) Students
will tour this incredible medieval city taking in its historical houses, palaces and
churches with their magnificent interiors. One day will be spent visiting the
Auschwitz concentration camp. Other options over the next few days will be to
take in things like Schindler's factory, the Jewish Quarter, the Galicia museum
and the Salt Mine in Wieliczka. Places will be limited to 40 students. Please note
that this trip is available to all students and not just those that study Humanities
subjects.

Meet at Leeds Bradford Airport at 14.30 on the Monday and return in the
afternoon of Friday (around 14.30).

Personalisation – Work Experience: This is a chance for students to ringfence some quality time to complete a week of self-organised work experience.

Year 7 Option 1: The Big Mix
Year 8 Option 1: The Big Trip
Year 9 Option 1: The Big Outdoors
Year 8/9 Option 2: Day Carousel
Year 7/8/9 Option 3: Day Carousel

£130 (PPI £65)
£345 (PPI £172.50)
£335 (PPI £167.50)
£130 (PPI £65)
£30 (PPI free)

Final instalment due 28th February
3rd instalment due now / Final instalment due 28th February
Payment is due now please / Final instalment due 28th February
Payment is due now please / Final instalment due 28th February
Payment is now overdue

Post 16 Science in Switzerland
Post 16 Humanities in Krakow

£475 (no PPI reduction)
£620 (no PPI reduction)

Payment is due now please / 4th instalment due 28th February /
5th instalment due 27th march / Final instalment 24th April
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Post-16 Café teams up with Outside the Box
By Mr J Gutch: Assistant Headteacher: Director of Post 16

Outside the Box Café in Ilkley runs a very successful
programme securing work placements and employment
for its members. In recent years OTB members have found
placements and secured employment with Ilkley
Joe, Dui, Callum, Boonjean, Kaitlin
businesses such as Booths, Marks & Spencer’s and
Specsavers. As a large local employer with a big catering team, IGS was keen to collaborate with Outside the Box,
particularly as the OTB café often welcomes IGS students on work placements.
In October 2019 Boonjean and Dui who run the hugely successful IGS Post-16 café, which also employs IGS
students at lunchtime, welcomed Callum from Outside the Box (pictured centre) and he joined the busy team for
two days a week for around three months finishing last week.
Using experience he had gained at OTB Callum was quickly able to run the till and support the preparation of food
for break and lunchtime service. He was a pleasure to have with us and we wish him every success in the future.
OLD P.E. KIT DONATIONS PLEA
The P.E. department would really appreciate any donations of old P.E. kit, particularly spare boots and trainers, that
students have grown out of and no longer use.

If you are able to donate any items, please drop them off at the P.E. office.

Fundraising: World Challenge
Year 12 student, Ben Radick is offering guitar tuition to help raise money for his World Challenge appeal!
Please contact him for more information.
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Year 11: English Revision Schedule
By Mr A Colman: Curriculum Leader: English and Ms A Lowes: Leader of GCSE English
In English we have now finished teaching the GCSE English Language and Literature course and have begun a
sequence of lessons focusing on revising all topics. The attached revision schedule shows the weekly focus. (In some
cases where classes are shared there may be some slight alterations to this).
To help support revision in lessons we also run after school revision sessions on Tuesdays to which all students are
warmly invited.
Also, a reminder that many useful revision resources can be found on our English revision hub:
https://www.ilkleygrammarschool.com/students/curriculum/english/
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Former Student: Ethan Thompson
By Mr J Gutch: Assistant Headteacher: Director of Post 16

Former IGS student Ethan Thompson to run the London Marathon in support of his school friend Ned Hilton .
Former IGS student Ethan Thompson has decided to take on the challenge of the London Marathon this year in
support of his friend and former IGS student Ned Hilton.
Ned and Ethan met at Ashlands Primary School and have remained friends ever since. After leaving IGS in 2017
they both went to study at Birmingham University.
Ned was diagnosed with a brain tumour in early 2019 and has been undergoing invasive treatment for the past
year. Ned has remained stoical and resilient throughout this difficult time and is focusing on returning to
Birmingham so he can restart his degree in Modern Foreign Languages later this year.
Ethan ran the Ilkley half marathon last summer alongside Ned’s dad and will take on this new challenge to raise
funds for the charity Brain Tumour Research.
Anyone wishing to support Ethan can use the following link and help him in his challenge.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/EthanThompson

Good luck to
Ethan
and our very best
wishes to Ned.
We wish you both
every success!
If you’re a former student of Ilkley Grammar School, we want to hear from you!
Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate and inspire our current students to feel more confident in
making decisions about their future. We’d love you to join our alumni network and stay connected with the school.
We’ve partnered with the national education charity Future First, who specialise in helping schools like ours to stay
connected with their former students.
Please sign up by following this link and fill in the online form.
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/ilkley
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Time to Talk Day 2020
By Mrs L Ramrattan: Head of Drama
Thursday 6th February has been made a day for making time to talk to each other and to make connections.
To see a very short clip about the day please visit: https://youtu.be/Cqdza-8k440
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Craven College are holding a Parents’ Advice
Evening focusing on Apprenticeships on

Thursday 6th February at 6pm
at the Aireville Campus of the College,
Gargrave Road, Skipton BD23 1US
This is an opportunity to gather information, ask
questions and dispel any myths so that you have
all the tools you need to make those allimportant career/education decisions in the
coming months.

What will be covered:
•
Who is an Apprenticeship aimed at
•
What are the levels and progression opportunities
•
How is it assessed
•
How do you apply/secure an employer
•
See some case studies of our Apprentices
•
Speak to the Apprenticeship Team and ask a question
As numbers are limited, please book your place via the link :
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprenticeship-parents-information-evening-tickets-85488946741
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COMMUNITY NOTICES:
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