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KS3 National Reforms

• Removed of national curriculum level 
descriptors since September 2014

• Need to deliver a curriculum relevant to our 
pupils

• Need an assessment system to check on 
progress

• IGS continued with levels based on ‘old’ NC 
levels



KS4 National Changes

• New style GCSEs lead by English and 
mathematics from September 2015

• Removal of coursework

• New grading structure

• Focus on ‘academic’ qualifications



Reformed GCSE Grades 9-1



Grade descriptors
• 1-9 equivalent to 

the reformed 
GCSE



Benefits of using GCSE grades

• Assessment criteria can be used consistently 
within a subject through the years.

• Standardised assessment measures across all 
subjects.

• Ability to track progress within, and across, 
years.

• Clear assessment criteria. 



Grade descriptors
• 1-9 equivalent to 

the reformed 
GCSE

• W (Working 
towards grade 1)

• F (Foundation)



Grade descriptors – English example
Sub-levels used within each grade

• 2+: mastery of the grade 2 and working towards the next grade.

• 2: secure in the grade.

• 2-: grade unsecure. 



Grade descriptors – maths example



Grade descriptors – maths example



Grade descriptors – MFL example



Grade descriptors – PE(rugby) example
• Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum 



How Progress is Measured

• The Government School Performance Tables 
now use ‘Progress 8’

• Our Progress 8 figure in 2016 was +0.30



Target Setting – Year 7 (CHECK)

• Based on Progress 8

• Aspirational targets 
for the end of Key 
Stage 4

• What about students 
without Key Stage 2 
scores?

2016 KS2
GCSE

Grade

N 1

80 2

82 3

88 4

91 4

94 5

97 5

100 6

103 6

106 7

109 7

112 8

116 8

119 9

120 9



Target Setting – Flightpath (Core)
• End of Year targets 

• Specific for subject

KS2 Y7 T3 Y8 T3 Y9 T3 Y10 T3 Y11 T3
GCSE

Result
N F F W- W+ 1 1
80 F W 1- 1+ 2 2
82 W 1 2- 2+ 3 3
88 1- 2- 2+ 3 4 4
91 1 2 3- 3+ 4+ 4
94 1+ 2+ 3 4 5 5
97 2- 3- 3+ 4+ 5+ 5

100 2 3 4- 5 6 6
103 2+ 3+ 4 5+ 6+ 6
106 3- 4- 5- 6 7 7
109 3 4 5 6+ 7+ 7
112 3+ 5- 6- 7 8 8
116 4 5 6 7+ 8+ 8
119 4+ 6- 7- 8 9 9
120 5 6 7 8+ 9+ 9



Students 
• Student friendly descriptors.

• Assessment and feedback clearly linked to 
criteria. 

• Monitor their own progress.



Reporting to Parents

• Clear information about assessment 
methodology on the website.

• Progress of your child can be monitored.

• 3 tracking reports per year.


