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Following another very successful sporting year, I am delighted to announce that we have again been awarded the School Games Gold award in 

recognition of the fantastic extracurricular and PE and sport program which we run and our students’ engagement with the sporting opportunities 

on offer. On the back of this, I would like to thank the PE staff for their commitment to providing such a rich set of sporting opportunities and experiences 

for our students and giving up their time to nurture our talent and instil a love of sport. 

Over the last two weeks’ I have been privileged to watch our year 10 boys’ football team in two finals where they have displayed many of our school 

values.  Having technically been the better team, dominating the game and showing the resilience to come back from two goals down against Garforth, it was 

heartbreaking to watch them lose on penalties at the South Leeds Stadium before half-term.  However, I couldn’t have been more proud of how they put this 

disappointment behind them and how they responded so positively to their defeat in their following match at Elland Road on Thursday evening where they 

faced Wetherby School in their second final of the season – the U15 Leeds City Cup.  Following a spirited first half, IGS came back from 2-1 down to win by 5 

goals to 2, displaying not only their footballing talent and work ethic but also resilience, discipline and pride.  Congratulations to the whole team and to the 

year 7 and 9 teams who also won their finals and have been a credit to the school. 

We have a very talented student body across a range of disciplines, but we are not always aware of students’ achievements outside of school which we would 

like to celebrate. Please keep us informed of students’ good news stories and email admin@ilkleygs with the title parent/carer bulletin with a summary 

of their success  and a selection of photos from which we can choose. 

Carly Purnell: Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IGS Bands News 

The Mustangs recently headed into the recording studio at The Woolpack Studios, Otley as their prize for winning the first IGS Battle of the Bands.  The 

Mustangs (Adam Leather, Matthew Radick, Isaac Perkins and Allan Whitmore) had a fantastic time and are hoping to return in the future to record more of 

their original music.  
 

The Mustangs will be performing alongside another IGS band, Heritage (Finlay Craggs, Alex Harper, James Nice and Sam Woodward) at the upcoming Friday 

Night Live as part of the Otley Live Festival on Friday 30 June.  We are very proud of our growing community of bands here at IGS and have more bands 

coming through across the full age range that will be able to take advantage of similar opportunities in the future! 
 

IGS BIG SING 2023 @ Ilkley Live Garden Music Festival - 2-3pm Saturday 8 July 
Year 7 students have been busy practising singing three songs (I Want It That Way, Call Me Maybe and Mamma Mia) in music lessons in preparation for their 

performance as part of the Ilkley Live Garden Music Festival.  This performance will take place outside (weather permitting) Armitage Cafe on the tennis courts 

on Saturday 8 July at 2pm.  We warmly invite everyone (all ages welcome) to come along and join in with the year 7 pupils to have fun singing these songs.  It 

would be amazing to get as many people as possible together to take part.  We hope you can join us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Awards 
Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded the Headteacher Award: Ewan Evans 7PDH; Darius Cizmas 8JLF/CW and  

Matilda Tricklebank 9VEC. 
 

Students have received the award for demonstrating school values, being positive role models and making a positive difference to others in line with our 

school vision. 

 
 

Ex- student, Sam Evans, Secures Place on Prestigious Course 

Congratulations to ex- IGS student Sam Evans who has been accepted onto the University of Amsterdam's 

Master's course in Security and Network Engineering. 

 

This is a fantastic achievement, involving six notoriously difficult entrance examinations, in addition to a rigorous interview process. 

One of the examinations Sam sat was a python exam, based around automating UNIX filesystem operations; this in itself is very 

challenging but is made even harder by the imposed time constraints. He also successfully sat a BASH Command exam. 

 

Well done Sam – we are very proud of you and know that you will be an asset to the course and the university! 

 

A huge congratulations to Xanthe Gutch who has been offered a place at the Yorkshire Speak Out Challenge Final 

2023 on Thursday 29th June at the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds 

Xanthe is one of only 15 Year 10 students to have been selected from many Yorkshire schools.  Xanthe's speech 

'Words Are A Privilege' explores how language can create barriers and divisions towards understanding the suffering people, and 

more specifically migrants, are going through. 
 

The Year 10 team are especially proud of Xanthe's achievements, and we wish her all the best of luck. Well done, Xanthe, we are 
delighted many more people will hear your important message. 

 

PARENT/CARER BULLETIN              12 June 2023 

FORTNIGHTLY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

mailto:admin@ilkleygs.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS TEXT HERE 

Sporting Successes and Updates 
 

Tennis 
 

 

Y9 Girls’ Football 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Y9 Boys’ Football 
 

 

For all the latest PE news and full size photos check out IGS PE Twitter   
 

The final is a 4-day event from 27-30th June, with the 

players and coaches staying at Nottingham University 

during the tournament. There were originally 165 

entries across 12 regional groups, with 16 progressing 

to the finals. We are awaiting archive confirmation, but 

we are pretty confident we have NEVER had a boys or 

girls IGS team in the national final. To book a place, 
Ilkley have faced Woodhouse Grove, QEGS Wakefield, 

Bradford Grammar and St Peter’s York.  
 

It should be noted that this is an U18 competition, with 

students up to year 13 being eligible. Team IGS are all 

U15’s with students from years 7-10 representing the 

school. Excellent tennis prowess! Thank you to ILTSC 

for helping us host home games and producing such 

talented tennis players through their performance 

pathway.  
 

Well done Thomas Nailer, Ben Winterbottom, Jack 

Winterbottom, Daniel Nicoll and George Bayne.  

 

 

Well done to the year 9 

girls’ football team who 

have won both the 

League and Cup final this 

year.  Following their 

convincing 11-1 victory 

against Abbey Grange in 

the Leeds Merit table, 

they secured a 2-1 win 

against Woodkirk on the 

22nd May. Both goals 

were scored by 

Annabelle Forster, 

adding to the 8 goals she 

scored against Abbey 

Grange.  

Congratulations to the 

team for their 

phenomenal success! 

https://twitter.com/ilkleygrammarPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/ilkleygrammarPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the U15 boys’ football team 

for wining the Leeds City Cup on 

Thursday.  It was an unbelievable night of 

football under the floodlights at Elland 

Road with the boys showing real spirit and 

resilience to come back twice to secure a 

5-2 victory.  Goals were scored by Harry 

Miles, Joe Luca-Lister and Freddie Smith, 

with two goals from Max Rayner.  

Congratulations to the team – we are very 

proud of your victory and the quality of 

your performance! 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IGS Bay of Naples Trip 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Diversity Day Students’ Workshops: Thursday 29th June 2023 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trips Update 

Challenge & Celebration week: The finer details of Challenge & Celebration Week are being finalised and all parents/carers will soon receive a booklet 

detailing what your child is doing on each day in the final week of the year. This will also include which staff member they should report to, in which location 

and at what time. If your child is on day trips it is likely the start and end time of each day will be different to a normal day. All of this information will be 

explained to all students in due course.  

 

Key Stage 4/5 ski trip update: We have unfortunately been unsuccessful in trying to get a Key Stage 4/5 ski trip running for 2024. There was a combination 
of factors that limited the choices available, but we were unable to secure a competitive package that was value for money this time. We are already 

enquiring about skiing in Europe in 2025 and will look to launch this in September to allow more time for families to plan ahead and budget.   

 

Mr Carr would welcome any feedback about the provision and offer of trips available at IGS and you can do so by following this link.  

 

 

Italy trip  
Check out the Twitter link for more photos! IGS Geog Twitter 

After a very early departure from IGS on Saturday morning (20th May), we arrived in Naples to a sea of blue and white as the city was still celebrating 

Napoli's first league title in 33 years! The students had no time to nap as a guided tour around the city was followed by the descent to 40m below the city 

to explore its history, going back more than two millennia. 
 

The following morning and fully refreshed, we were treated to the wonderful experience of climbing up to the summit of Mount Vesuvius, which we were 

informed is unlikely to erupt any time soon, much to the relief of the students! From the summit, you can really appreciate the scale of the volcano and 

begin to imagine how an eruption could devastate the surrounding area and there were some excellent discussions about whether it was sensible for 3 

million people to live in the immediate vicinity. That afternoon we were lucky enough to have an archaeologist give a guided tour around the ruins of 

Pompeii and provide some insight into life in the ancient Roman Empire prior to the eruption in 79AD. In the evening, students had a masterclass from 

Luigi in how to make a proper pizza with not a single pineapple in sight! 
 

On our final full day, we enjoyed the most glorious weather for a drive along the famous Amalfi Coast, stopping off along the way to gaze in wonder at the 

beautiful scenery and towns clinging to the steep slopes. There was some time to wander through the streets and sample some spectacular lemon sorbet. 

A very successful and enjoyable trip was had by all, with many wonderful experiences to remember! 

 

 

Diversity Day @ IGS 

Thursday 29th June 2023 

Vision for Diversity Day 

“To celebrate diversity and champion equality to ensure that it lies at 

the heart of the school’s vision and ethos. This day is a step on our 

journey to ensure that we have a respectful and inclusive culture 

where there are no ‘by-standers’ and that diverse characters are 

represented within the dynamic of our school, reflecting our rich 

and cohesive community”. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tTBiRujqDUKCnw1xfXKE0zJ1wXOuvOtIp-RTck6ExcFUOTA3S1RWMDcwN1NSVUZUOUxJRFI2V0ZQRi4u
https://twitter.com/igsgeog?lang=en


 

 

Year 11 into 12 Transition Day 27.6.23 

IGS Post 16 are inviting all their Year 11 applicants in for one great day on Tuesday 27.6.23. The day will cover how to 

prepare for Post 16 study, give students a chance to sign up for extra-curricular activities and give all the applicants time to meet each 

other and the current Year 12. This will be a really positive celebratory day and will be a great send off for our current Year 11 before 

their exciting summer adventures begin. We look forward to seeing students in their Post 16 dress code, ready for their photos and 

can't wait to get started with their next steps. Mr Alex Fox - Assistant Headteacher: Post 16 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eco-iLeaders Request 

SPARE COAT HANGERS NEEDED  

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM SALE 

The Eco-iLeaders will be holding their second Pre-Loved uniform 

sale on Thursday 13th July.  
 

If you have any spare coat hangers lurking in your wardrobe, we 

would be very grateful if you donated them to us in order to hang 

up as much clothing at the sale. 
 

*Please leave any donated coat hangers in the green storage box in 

the main school entrance. 

Many thanks in advance for helping us to recycle more at school! 

 

Useful Links & Email Addresses  
Attendance and notifications of absence: attendance@ilkleygs.co.uk 

General enquiries: admin@ilkleygs.co.uk 

Venue hire: emma.wood@ilkleygs.co.uk 
PTA: PTA@ilkleygs.co.uk 

IGS Twitter  

IGS PE Twitter 

IGS Geog Twitter 

 

IGS Website 

For more information on what’s going on in and around Ilkley Grammar School, don’t forget to keep a check on the IGS website in ‘News’ HERE 

and ‘Community’ HERE 

 

mailto:attendance@ilkleygs.co.uk
mailto:admin@ilkleygs.co.uk
mailto:emma.wood@ilkleygs.co.uk
mailto:PTA@ilkleygs.co.uk
https://twitter.com/ilkleygrammar?lang=en
https://twitter.com/ilkleygrammarPE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/igsgeog?lang=en
https://www.ilkleygrammarschool.com/news/
https://www.ilkleygrammarschool.com/community/

